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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 2 October 22, 2024

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, October 22, 2024, at 6:30 PM

Victor Vignola
“Contrasts In Command -
The Battle of Fair Oaks, May 31 — June 1, 1862”

Join us on Tuesday, October 22" for the meeting of the
Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the
Williamsburg Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515
Scotland Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

On Tuesday, October 22, 2024, Victor Vignola will present "Contrasts
in Command - The Battle of Fair Oaks, May 31-June 1, 1862".

Surprisingly, little has been written about the important battle of Fair
Oaks (and the Simultaneous Seven Pines). The bloody two-day affair
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(May31-June 1, 1862), brought on the doorstep of the Confederate
capital, was the major battle in the Eastern Theater since Bull
Run/Manassas the previous summer. It left more than 11,000
causalities in its wake and the primary Southern army of the Potomac
without its commander. The possession of Richmond hung in the
balance.

Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan steadily marched his Army of the
Potomac up the Virginia Peninsula during the spring weeks of 1862
before committing a near-fatal error by placing his inexperienced IV
Corps at the tip of the spear south of the flood-prone Chickahominy
River. Opposing McClellan at the head of the Virginia army was Gen.
Joseph E. Johnston, who had fallen back without offering much in the
way of opposition. When the opportunity to strike beckoned, Johnston
crafted an overly complex attack plan to crush the exposed IV Corps.
A series of bungled Confederate marches, piecemeal assaults, and a
lack of assertive leadership doomed the Southern plan. One of the
wounded late in the day on May 31 was Gen. Johnston, whose injury
led to the appointment of Gen. Robert E. Lee to take his place — a
decision that changed the course of the entire Civil War.

His presentation describes the golden opportunity McClellan
presented Confederate leadership at Seven Pines/Fair Oaks on May
31, 1862. A day which developed into one of contrasts regarding
leadership and command decisions made by Johnston, Sumner, and
others.

Vic delivers his presentation in a lively, engaging, and animated
manner. As his purpose is to inform and educate attendees about this
little-known battle, Vic welcomes questions from participants at the
conclusion of his program.

Victor Vignola’s Contrasts in Command - The Battle of Fair Oaks,
May 31-June 1, 1862, which is centered around the Fair Oaks
fighting, rectifies this gap in Civil War literature. So stunning is the
success of Author Vignola’s work that Contrasts in Command: The
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Battle of Fair Oaks earned recognition, in January 2024, for the
coveted 2023 Fletcher Pratt Award.

Vic’s research while developing Contrasts directly led to the
preservation of a twelve-acre parcel of hallowed ground where the
Fair Oaks fighting occurred. That parcel remains the only preserved
ground for the entire Seven Pines (Fair Oaks) battlefield. His work
continues as he is completing a book on the Battle of Seven Pines.

Last Month

On Tuesday, September 17, Frank W. Garmon presented “A
Wonderful Career in Crime - Charles Cowlan's Masquerades in The
Civil War Era and Gilded Age”.

Charles Cowlam went by many names and lived an eventful life. He
was the only man pardoned by both Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson
Davis, served as a detective in Washington after Lincoln’s
assassination, performed police work for the IRS, British, and
Canadian agencies, ran for office in Florida, and landed in the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. Cowlam gained none
of these distinctions by his own merit, but rather through
systematically relocating and lying about his past. Along the way, the
lifelong criminal perpetrated plots to defraud honest citizens for his
personal enrichment. Cowlam’s cloak-and-dagger behaviors left him
just as difficult to track through history as he was during his lifetime.
Until Garmon’s work, there has been no substantive examination of
Cowlam, and only his dual pardons brought any notoriety to his
name.

The plains of Manassas saw two major battles of the American Civil
War. As soon as the smoke cleared, many misconceptions and myths
began to take form about both battles. Hollywood only added to these
myths. This talk will highlight some unique points of view on both
battles and address some of the misconceptions of the battles
(DON'’T bring your picnic baskets!).
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2023-2024 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers

o 11/25/2024 -Feather Foster "The Civil War Divas - First Ladies
Mary Lincoln and Julia Grant

e 12/17/2024 - Bert Donkerly -"The Significance of the Battle of
Stones River"

o 01/28/2025 - Alex Rossino - "Calamity at Fredrick: Robert E.
Lee, Special Order191, and Confederate Misfortune on the
Road to Antietam™

o 02/25/2025 - Dr. E, C. Fields a/k/a General Ulysses S. Grant
and Morgan Gates a/k/a General John C. Pemberton - "The
Surrender of Vicksburg"

e 03/25/2025 - Dr. Eric B. Schweickart - "Discovery and
Identification of WBTS Remains near the Magazine in Colonial
Williamsburg"

o 04/22/2025 - Capt. Edward Gantt - "The Evolution of the United
States Colored Troops"

o 05/27/2025 - Jonathan Jones - "Opium Slavery"

Upcoming Outside Events

e October 26&29, 2024 - Petersburg Battlefields Foundation
presents "Honoring the American Revolutionary War Hero the
Marquis de Lafayette details

e November 2, 2024, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Petersburg Battlefields
foundation Fall Tour “Battle of Burgess Mill" "details

Other Notes:

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to

Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter Page 4 of 5



supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of
recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your

Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 3 November 26, 2024

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, November 26, 2024, at 6:30 PM

Cristopher Kolakowski
“The Storming of Missionary Ridge”

Join us on Tuesday, November 26" for the meeting of the
Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the
Williamsburg Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515
Scotland Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

On Tuesday, November 26", Christopher Kolakowski will present
“The Storming of Missionary Ridge”.

The capture of Missionary Ridge on November 25, 1863, capped a
dramatic series of battles around Chattanooga. It also set the stage
for future campaigns into Georgia and the Carolinas.
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Christopher's presentation will examine the battle, the soldiers’
perspectives, and its legacies.

Christopher L. Kolakowski is Director of the Wisconsin Veterans
Museum in Madison, WI. He received his BA in History and Mass
Communications from Emory & Henry College, and his MA in Public
History from the State University of New York at Albany.

Chris has spent his career interpreting and preserving American
military history with the National Park Service, New York State
government, the Rensselaer County (NY) Historical Society, the Civil
War Preservation Trust, Kentucky State Parks, the U.S. Army, and
the MacArthur Memorial. He has written and spoken on various
aspects of military history from 1775 to the present and is the author
of six books on the American Civil War and World War Il in the
Pacific. He is a contributor to the Emerging Civil War Blog, a Senior
Fellow of the Consortium of Indo-Pacific Researchers, and a reviewer
and contributor to the Air Force Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs.

Last Month
On Tuesday, October 22, 2024, Victor Vignola presented "Contrasts
in Command - The Battle of Fair Oaks, May 31-June 1, 1862".

Surprisingly, little has been written about the important battle of Fair
Oaks (and the Simultaneous Seven Pines). The bloody two-day affair
(May31-June 1, 1862), brought on the doorstep of the Confederate
capital, was the major battle in the Eastern Theater since Bull
Run/Manassas the previous summer. It left more than 11,000
casualties in its wake and the primary Southern army of the Potomac
without its commander. The possession of Richmond hung in the
balance.

Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan steadily marched his Army of the
Potomac up the Virginia Peninsula during the spring weeks of 1862
before committing a near-fatal error by placing his inexperienced IV
Corps at the tip of the spear south of the flood-prone Chickahominy
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River. Opposing McClellan at the head of the Virginia army was Gen.
Joseph E. Johnston, who had fallen back without offering much in the
way of opposition. When the opportunity to strike beckoned, Johnston
crafted an overly complex attack plan to crush the exposed IV Corps.
A series of bungled Confederate marches, piecemeal assaults, and a
lack of assertive leadership doomed the Southern plan. One of the
wounded late in the day on May 31 was Gen. Johnston, whose injury
led to the appointment of Gen. Robert E. Lee to take his place — a
decision that changed the course of the entire Civil War.

2023-2024 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers

o 12/17/12024 - Bert Donkerly -"The Significance of the Battle of
Stones River"

o 01/28/2025 - Alex Rossino - "Calamity at Fredrick: Robert E.
Lee, Special Order191, and Confederate Misfortune on the
Road to Antietam"

e 02/25/2025 - Dr. E, C. Fields a/k/a General Ulysses S. Grant
and Morgan Gates a/k/a General John C. Pemberton - "The
Surrender of Vicksburg"

e 03/25/2025 - Dr. Eric B. Schweickart - "Discovery and
Identification of WBTS Remains near the Magazine in Colonial
Williamsburg"

o 04/22/2025 - Capt. Edward Gantt - "The Evolution of the United
States Colored Troops"

e 05/27/2025 - Jonathan Jones - "Opium Slavery"

Upcoming Outside Events
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Other Notes:

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to
supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of
recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your
Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It's available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 4 December 17, 2024

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, December 17, 2024, at 6:30 PM

Robert M. “Bert” Dunkerly
“The Significance of the Battle of Stones River

Join us on Tuesday, December 17", for the meeting of the
Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the
Williamsburg Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515
Scotland Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

On Tuesday, December 17", Robert “Bert” Dunkerly will present “The
Significance of the Battle of Stones River”.

Stones River is one of the lesser-known major battles of the war,
fought in the middle of winter, over the ending of 1862 and start of
1863. The battle was a hard-won Union victory and represented a lost
opportunity for the Confederates. Lingering tension in the
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Confederate army's leadership plagued that force for the rest of the
war.

Robert M. (Bert) Dunkerly is a historian, award-winning author, and
speaker who is actively involved in historic preservation and
research. He holds a degree in History from St. Vincent College and
a Masters in Historic Preservation from Middle Tennessee State
University. He has worked at fourteen historic sites, written thirteen
books and numerous scholarly articles. His research includes
archaeology, colonial life, military history, and historic
commemoration. He is a past President of the Richmond Civil War
Round Table and serves on the Preservation Commission for the
American Revolution Round Table-Richmond. He has taught courses
at Central Virginia Community College, the University of Richmond,
and the Virginia Historical Society. Dunkerly is currently a Park
Ranger at Richmond National Battlefield Park. He has visited over
500 battlefields and over 1000 historic sites worldwide. He enjoys
exploring local bookstores, battlefields, and breweries, not
necessarily in that order.

Last Month

On November 26%, Christopher Kolakowski presented "The capture of
Missionary Ridge". On November 25, 1863, the capture capped a dramatic series
of battles around Chattanooga. It also set the stage for future campaigns into
Georgia and the Carolinas.

Christopher’s presentation examined the battle, the soldiers’ perspectives, and its
legacies.

Chris has spent his career interpreting and preserving American military history
with the National Park Service, New York State government, the Rensselaer
County (NY) Historical Society, the Civil War Preservation Trust, Kentucky State
Parks, the U.S. Army, and the MacArthur Memorial. He has written and spoken
on various aspects of military history from 1775 to the present, and is the author
of six books on the American Civil War and World War Il in the Pacific. He is a
contributor to the Emerging Civil War Blog, a Senior Fellow of the Consortium of
Indo-Pacific Researchers, and a reviewer and contributor to the Air Force Journal
of Indo-Pacific Affairs.
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2024-2025 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The

Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the

immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers

01/25/2025 — Alex Rossino — “Calamity at Fredrick: Robert E.
Lee, Special Order 191, and Confederate misfortune on the
Road to Antietam”

02/25/2025 - Dr. E, C. Fields a/k/a General Ulysses S. Grant
and Morgan Gates a/k/a General John C. Pemberton - "The
Surrender of Vicksburg"

03/25/2025 - Dr. Eric B. Schweickart - "Discovery and
Identification of WBTS Remains near the Magazine in Colonial
Williamsburg"

04/22/2025 - Capt. Edward Gantt - "The Evolution of the United
States Colored Troops"

05/27/2025 - Jonathan Jones - "Opium Slavery"

Upcoming Outside Events

Other Notes:

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to
supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of

recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your
Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.
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Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It's available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 5 January 28, 2025

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, January 28, 2025, at 6:30 PM

Alex Rossino
“Calamity at Frederick: Robert E. Lee, Special Order 191,
and Confederate Misfortune on the Road to Antietam”

Join us on Tuesday, January 28", for the meeting of the Williamsburg
Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the Williamsburg
Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515 Scotland
Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

On Tuesday January 28", Alex Rossino will present "Calamity at

Fredrick: Robert E. Lee, Special Order191, and Confederate
Misfortune on the Road to Antietam".
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The loss of Robert E. Lee's Special Orders No. 191 is one of the Civil
War’'s enduring mysteries. But there is a LOT you have never been
told. In this meticulous study, Dr. Alex Rossino presents a bold new
interpretation of the evidence surrounding the creation of the orders,
their distribution, and their loss outside Frederick, Maryland, in
September 1862.

Rossino makes extensive use of primary sources to explore these
subjects and other important questions related to the orders,
including why General Lee thought his army could operate north of
the Potomac until winter; why Lee found it necessary to seize the
Federal garrison at Harpers Ferry; what Lee hoped to accomplish
after capturing Harpers Ferry; where Corporal Barton Mitchell of the
27th Indiana found the Lost Orders; and if D. H. Hill or someone else
was to blame for losing the orders. The result is a well-documented
reassessment that sheds new light while challenging long-held
assumptions.

A resident of western Maryland, Dr. Alex Rossino is an independent
historian and author. He earned Master's and Doctoral degrees in
History at Syracuse University before working for nine years as a
historian at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
DC. Dr. Rossino turned his attention to the American Civil War in
2011 and after several years of research, he produced Six Days in
September: A Novel of Lee's Army in Maryland, September 1862.
The book proved to be popular among historians and enthusiasts
alike, leading to a sequel titted The Guns of September: A Novel of
McClellan's Army in Maryland, September 1862, which came out in
September 2024. Dr. Rossino also returned to writing history,
producing Their Maryland: The Army of Northern Virginia from the
Potomac Crossing to Sharpsburg in September 1862 (November
2021) and co-authoring with Gene Thorp The Tale Untwisted:
General George B. McClellan, The Maryland Campaign, and the
Discovery of Lee's Lost Orders, which came out in January 2023. His
most recent history, Calamity at Frederick: Robert E. Lee, Special
Orders No. 191, and Confederate Misfortune on the Road to Antietam
(October 2023), completed his in-depth study of the Lost Orders saga
from the Confederate perspective.
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Last Month
On Tuesday, December 17", Robert “Bert” Dunkerly presented “The
Significance of the Battle of Stones River”.

Stones River is one of the lesser-known major battles of the war,
fought in the middle of winter, over the ending of 1862 and start of
1863. The battle was a hard-won Union victory and represented a lost
opportunity for the Confederates. Lingering tension in the
Confederate army's leadership plagued that force for the rest of the
war.

Robert M. (Bert) Dunkerly is a historian, award-winning author, and
speaker who is actively involved in historic preservation and
research. He holds a degree in History from St. Vincent College and
a Masters in Historic Preservation from Middle Tennessee State
University. He has worked at fourteen historic sites, written thirteen
books and numerous scholarly articles. His research includes
archaeology, colonial life, military history, and historic
commemoration. He is a past President of the Richmond Civil War
Round Table and serves on the Preservation Commission for the
American Revolution Round Table-Richmond. He has taught courses
at Central Virginia Community College, the University of Richmond,
and the Virginia Historical Society. Dunkerly is currently a Park
Ranger at Richmond National Battlefield Park. He has visited over
500 battlefields and over 1000 historic sites worldwide. He enjoys
exploring local bookstores, battlefields, and breweries, not
necessarily in that order.

2024-2025 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
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o 02/25/2025 - Dr. E, C. Fields a/k/a General Ulysses S. Grant
and Morgan Gates a/k/a General John C. Pemberton - "The
Surrender of Vicksburg"

e 03/25/2025 - Dr. Eric B. Schweickart - "Discovery and
Identification of WBTS Remains near the Magazine in Colonial
Williamsburg"

o 04/22/2025 - Capt. Edward Gantt - "The Evolution of the United
States Colored Troops"

e 05/27/2025 - Jonathan Jones - "Opium Slavery"

Upcoming Outside Events
Other Notes:

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to
supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of
recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your
Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It's available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 7 March 25, 2025

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 6:30 PM

Dr. Eric B. Schweickart
“Discovery and ldentification of Civil War Remains near
the Magazine in Colonial Williamsburg”

Join us on Tuesday, March 25™, for the meeting of the Williamsburg
Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the Williamsburg
Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515 Scotland
Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

On Tuesday March 25", Dr. Eric B. Schweickart will present
"Discovery and Identification of Civil War Remains near the Magazine
in Colonial Williamsburg"

Eric will be presenting about a recent excavation by the Colonial
Williamsburg Department of Archaeology which uncovered two
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graves and a surgeons pit associated with Confederate soldiers who
died from their wounds while being treated in a field hospital following
the Battle of Williamsburg. Eric will discuss what exactly was found
during the excavations, go over the archival records associated with
the field hospital, and describe the research which the team is
currently doing on the remains and affiliated objects from the graves.

Eric Schweickart is a Staff Archaeologist with the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation and is currently working on large-scale
projects re-analyzing the Custis Square gardens and Powder
Magazine building. Eric has worked on several archaeological
excavations in Virginia over the last decade, including the Anderson
Armory in Williamsburg, the Montpelier Plantation in Orange County,
and the Coan Hall site on the Northern Neck. Eric received his
Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology from the University of Colorado,
his Masters Degree in Historical Archaeology from the University of
Leicester, and his PhD in Anthropology from the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville.

Last Month

On Tuesday, February 25th, the presentation "Vicksburg: Just 24
Hours!" featured Curt Fields in the persona of Lt.General U.S. Grant
and Morgan Gates in the persona of Lt. General John C. Pemberton
for their present day re-creation of the events that led to the surrender
of the Confederate forces at Vicksburg. The 47-day siege of
Vicksburg ended abruptly on July 4th, 1863, after only 24 hours of
negotiations.

Between 10am on July 3rd to 10 am on July 4th, Generals John C.
Pemberton and Ulysses S. Grant exchanged several written and
verbal exchanges to come to terms for the surrender of the Vicksburg
garrison and city. Listen to the Generals as each reads the
messages from the other and tells what he was thinking about what
to do; while at the same time trying to discern what the other was
thinking and would do.

Dr. Fields has portrayed General and President Grant in 22
states as he travels the nation presenting his portrayal of
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General and President Ulysses S. Grant. He researches and reads
extensively about the General and President in order to deliver an
accurate persona of the General.

Presentations are in first person, quoting from General Grant's
Memoirs, articles, letters and statements the General wrote,
interviews he gave and first-person accounts of people who knew the
General or witnessed him during events. Being the same height and
body style as General Grant, he puts before the audience a
convincing, true-to-life image of the man as he really looked.

In the 215t century, Curt is a retired secondary school administrator
and college instructor. He also has a background in law-enforcement,
having served as Memphis, TN, police officer and hostage negotiator.

' Morgan Gates is a native of Vicksburg Mississippi and the
. third great grandson of a Confederate soldier who fought
in the Vicksburg Campaign. He holds Masters’ Degrees in
both history and education and is a retired history teacher
and principal from the Vicksburg Warren School District.
He has been a Licensed Guide at the Vicksburg National Military
Park since 2007 and has been portraying Lt. General John C.
Pemberton the Defender of Vicksburg since 2017.

2024-2025 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers

o 04/22/2025 - Capt. Edward Gantt - "The Evolution of the United
States Colored Troops"
o 05/27/2025 - Jonathan Jones - "Opium Slavery"

Upcoming Outside Events
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e 4/11/2025, John A. Nau Center presents Our 2025 Annual
Conference, "Remaking the Republic: New Perspectives on
Reconstruction.”

Other Notes:
Meeting the Challenge- Bill Miller discusses WCWRT video

Membership Dues for the 2024-2025 sessions are due. Please help
support our remaining schedule for this season.

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to
supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of
recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your
Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
calendar of events in the Civil War world. It's available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 8 April 22, 2025

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 6:30 PM

Edward W. Gantt
Captain, U. S. Navy (Retired)

“The Evolution of the U. S. Colored Troops”

Join us on Tuesday, April 22", for the meeting of the Williamsburg
Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the Williamsburg
Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515 Scotland
Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

The 1989 Hollywood movie, “Glory,” drew the nation’s attention to the
54th Massachusetts Voluntary Infantry, the African American Civil
War unit that fought for the United States Army from 1863 until just
after the war's end. For so many Americans, there was little

knowledge of the nearly 200,000 African American soldiers who
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fought during the Civil War. Perhaps before the movie’s release, and
in some sectors, there was no knowledge of the African Americans
who served in the Federal Army during the Civil War.

M Ed's presentation will discuss some significant events in
| American history that led to the creation of the United States
Colored Troops. They were officially named USCT units and
served throughout the various theaters of the war. Their entry
into the Federal Army provided a significant source of manpower,
many of whom were more than willing to take up arms to secure their
freedom from the institution of slavery. By late 1864, the USCT made
up ten percent of the Federal Army. After the war’s end, some of the
USCT units continued to serve in the U. S. Army and would become
known as “Buffalo Soldiers.”

In the spring of 2014, Ed commenced an association with the 23rd
Infantry Regiment U. S. Colored Troops (USCT) comprised of Civil
War re-enactors and living historians. Captain Gantt currently
maintains memberships with the 23rd USCT in Spotsylvania VA, and
the 54th Massachusetts Civil War re-enactors organization in the
Washington DC area.

Last Month

On Tuesday March 25", Dr. Eric B. Schweickart presented
"Discovery and Identification of Civil War Remains near the Magazine
in Colonial Williamsburg"

Eric discussed a recent excavation by the Colonial Williamsburg
Department of Archaeology which uncovered two graves and a
surgeons pit associated with Confederate soldiers who died from their
wounds while being treated in a field hospital following the Battle of
Williamsburg. Eric will discuss what exactly was found during the
excavations, go over the archival records associated with the field
hospital, and describe the research which the team is currently doing
on the remains and affiliated objects from the graves.

Eric Schweickart is a Staff Archaeologist with the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation and is currently working on large-scale
projects re-analyzing the Custis Square gardens and Powder
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Magazine building. Eric has worked on several archaeological
excavations in Virginia over the last decade, including the Anderson
Armory in Williamsburg, the Montpelier Plantation in Orange County,
and the Coan Hall site on the Northern Neck. Eric received his
2024-2025 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
o 05/27/2025 - Jonathan Jones - "Opium Slavery"
Upcoming Outside Events
Other Notes:
Meeting the Challenge- Bill Miller discusses WCWRT video

Membership Dues for the 2024-2025 sessions are due. Please help
support our remaining schedule for this season.

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to
supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of
recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your
Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
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calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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ZRoandtable

Meeting Place

Williamsburg Library Theatre
515 Scotland Street
Williamsburg, VA

Volume LV Number 9 May 27, 2025

MONTHLY MEETING NOTICE
Tuesday, May 27, 2025, at 6:30 PM

Jonathan S. Jones
“Opium Slavery”

Join us on Tuesday, May 27th, for the meeting of the Williamsburg
Civil War Roundtable, commencing at 6:30 PM in the Williamsburg
Regional Library Theatre. The library is located at 515 Scotland
Street in Williamsburg.

The program will also be presented online via a Zoom link for our
members and friends near and far. The details for the Zoom link will
be provided in a follow-up announcement several days prior to the
meeting date.

On Tuesday, May 27", Jonathan Jones will present "Opium Slavery".
In the wake of the Civil War, many veterans struggled with lingering
pain, disabling illnesses, and mental illness. To cope, former soldiers
often turned to opioids, which were ubiquitous in the Civil War era.
Thousands of veterans became addicted. Jonathan S. Jones,
Assistant Professor of History at James Madison University and

Williamsburg Civil War Roundtable Newsletter Page 1 of 4



author of Opium Slavery: Civil War Veterans and America’s First
Opioid Crisis (UNC Press, forthcoming October 2025) will discuss
how the Civil War era’s opioid crisis began, how the addiction
epidemic affected veterans’ lives, and what this crisis can teach us
about the war’s traumatic aftershocks.

Jonathan S. Jones is an assistant professor of history at James
Madison University. His first book, Opium Slavery: Civil War Veterans
and America’s First Opioid Crisis, is forthcoming from UNC Press in
October 2025. Jones’s research has appeared in The Journal of the
Civil War Era, North Carolina Historical Review, the Washington
Post, Vice, NPR, BBC, History, and other outlets. Jones received his
PhD from Binghamton University in 2020. In 2020-21, he was a
Postdoctoral Scholar at Penn State’s George and Ann Richards
Civil War Era Center and from 2021-23 he was an assistant professor
of history at Virginia Military Institute.

Last Month

On Tuesday, April 22" Edward W. Gantt, Captain, U. S. Navy
(Retired) presented “The Evolution of the U. S. Colored Troops”.

The 1989 Hollywood movie, “Glory,” drew the nation’s attention to the
54th Massachusetts Voluntary Infantry, the African American Civil
War unit that fought for the United States Army from 1863 until just
after the war's end. For so many Americans, there was little
knowledge of the nearly 200,000 African American soldiers who
fought during the Civil War. Perhaps before the movie's release, and
in some sectors, there was no knowledge of the African Americans
who served in the Federal Army during the Civil War.

Ed’s presentation discussed some significant events in American
history that led to the creation of the United States Colored Troops.
They were officially named USCT units and served throughout the
various theaters of the war. Their entry into the Federal Army
provided a significant source of manpower, many of whom were more
than willing to take up arms to secure their freedom from the
institution of slavery. By late 1864, the USCT made up ten percent of
the Federal Army. After the war's end, some of the USCT units
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continued to serve in the U. S. Army and would become known as
“Buffalo Soldiers.”

2024-2025 Officers of WCWRT:

President: Bill Miller Vice-President: Lee Underwood
Secretary Treasurer:

The Executive Committee consists of the elected officers, the
immediate past president and other members appointed by the
incoming president. Those members include Debbie Bedosti, Tom
Lamb, and Teresa Teopke.

Upcoming Meetings and Speakers
¢ Next meeting September 23, 2025
Upcoming Outside Events
Petersburg BF announces sunset tours (view)
Other Notes:
Meeting the Challenge- Bill Miller discusses WCWRT video

Membership Dues for the 2024-2025 sessions are due. Please help
support our remaining schedule for this season.

Support our Book Raffle: This is an important secondary source of
revenue to support our programming. It's a wonderful way to
supplement your Civil War library with great books at bargain
basement prices.

Help our effort increase our membership: The best method of
recruitment is by word of mouth. Help our effort to grow your
Roundtable by inviting your friends and neighbors to accompany you
to our meeting.

Visit the Williamsburg Battlefield Association
(http://www.williamsburgbattlefieldassociation.org/)
(https://www.facebook.com/WilliamsburgBattlefieldAssociation)

WEBSITE: Be sure to visit the site for newsletter info,
announcements, future and past speakers, and an up-to-date
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calendar of events in the Civil War world. It’s available anytime you
need the info. http://www.wcwrt.org.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote
discussion and study of the Civil War and to further stimulate
interest in all aspects and phases of the Civil War period.
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